(1) A condition?beri-beri columbarum?having all the pathological characters of human beri-beri has been produced under experimental conditions in pigeons by means of diets of similar composition to those in useby human sufferers from the disease. This condition differs from polyneuritis columbarum in certain regards, of which hypertrophy of the heart is the chief.
(2) The basal factor in the production, of beri-beri columbarum is insufficiency, but not complete ' Lieut.-Col. R. N. Chopra, Dr. J. C. David and R. B. Dikshit (I. /. M. R., Jan., p. 579) record their observations on the effect of the cinchona alkaloids on the uterus, and point out that quinamine has the most powerful oxytoxic action of all the cinchona derivatives. The oxytoxic action of quinine is quite pronounced when the uterus is full term, but in early pregnancy no untoward symptoms are likely to be produced by therapeutic doses of quinine. The presence of quinamine, however, may lie responsible for the oxytoxic action of cinchona febrifuge which is sometimes observed.
Col. Chopra and Drs. B. B. Dikshit and J. C. David contribute an important paper on the action of cinchonine and cinchonidine on the heart (/. /. 71/. R., July, p. 125). They show that cinchonidine depresses the heart muscle powerfully, whilst cinchonine has a depressing influence on the inhibitory mechanism of the heart. Both these alkaloids increase the latent and refractory periods of the heart, and correct the irregularities of the heart produced by aconitine.
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